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CITY CENTER PAVILON AND MAIN SQUARE

An old Roman City from the 1st century, Gignac la Nerthe is a city from 
the Provence region, 20km from Marseille.
In the late 1960s, the city developed alongside the first wave of North 
African immigration and in the 1980s with the people moving from some 
of Marseille’s roughest neighborhoods.
Nowadays, the city has been populated by low cost individual housing 
that didn’t leave any room for public space.

The city center’s new square and pavilion delivers a two-level proposal: 
first an urban evolution and then a social answer.

The main goal is to unify three deserted plots into a whole public square 
connected with the actual city center, composed of the town hall main 
square, the church, an old barn, a village house, an old wash house 
and the boulevard Perrier.

CONCEPT DIAGRAMS
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Architect      		 Comac  (www.comac.ac)
Location    		  Marseille – Gignac la Nerthe. France
Surface     		  3000 m2
Client          		  City of Gignac la Nerthe
Budget       		  750 000€ (Free taxes)
End of construction  	 July 2013
Landscape architect         Paul Petel
Photographer                    Philippe Ruault
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