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Makinga Street

Making a Street

Participative process

Hooidrift isastreetin the westof
Rotterdam,in adeprived neighbour
hood with relativelargeamount of
socialhousing. Thecollective hous
ing project ‘Hooidrift’made anew
streetin this area, on a 107mlong
plot which lied vacantforalong time.
Middle classfamiliesinvested in
thisarea, by makingnew homes
and diversifying the socialstructure
of the street.

The concept of the housing project
wasdeveloped by the architectsand
drawson thetradition of Dutch urban
housingensembes, while breaking
with thetradition of ef cient oo r
plansand seriality. Contempary
demandsfor private housingare
focusedon speci ¢ and spatially well
dimensioned interiors, with interesting
spatialrelationshipslike split levels
and double height rooms.Onthe
otherhand,a 107mlong streetin a
19th century urban tissue demands
continuity in the facade, andamoder
ate individual espression.

To develop aparticipative design
frameforthisasssigiment SUBof ce
analysedthe regularitiesand exep
tionsin the street compositionson
the areasaround, which consised
both of housing ensemblesin narrow
streetsandindividual housing on
wideravenues. Inthe stripthree
‘anchorplots'were de ne d, which
asled foradi e rent typology and,

in one caseonthecorner,foradie r
ent volumetry. Working with these
anchors,and design rulesforthe
facade, public qualitieswere secued
in aprivate designprocessThe
projectwasawarded the Rotterdam
Architecture Prizin 2017.

Urbananchorplots markthe connections of
the building plot with the adjacentbuildings
and the passagevaysto the reargardens
Two anchorplotswere realised the corner
house(above)andthe passagehose
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Urbansituation of the project: fourteenhouses
inarow making anew street facacde in a 19th
century tissue with closedurbanblocks.



