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Extensive public engagement has focused on building a support 
community as an ‘invitation to the valley’. A Curatorial Strategy - 
by Create London - identifies the key artifacts and narratives that 
underlie the park. These themes are broad and include maritime 
endeavor, industrial development, revolutions in public health, social 
struggle and emancipation, immigration, creative energy, agricultural 
innovation and environmental change. 

The Primer (2017) introduces the concepts 
behind the Lea River Park. The creation of the 
Primer was supported by the local boroughs 
and key stakeholders and is intended to act as a 
reader, distilling the previous ten years’ work to 
provide the overall conceptual guide to the park, 
its distinct characters and development context.

The Manual is a design guide, establishing 
a common framework of reference for 
the delivery of the Leaway. A palette of 
materials, street furniture and finishes 
have been described that are intended to 
give level of continuity across the series 
of diverse spaces that will form the park.

The Design Framework (2007) established a 
commonly shared vision and set of objectives 
between a wide range of partners and set out 
the overarching vision for the park, including 
strategies for land acquisition which have 
allowed the establishment of much of the 
Leaway route. 
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CORE PARK PROJECTS
(incorporating the Fatwalk as far north 
as the Olympic Development Zone)
C1   EAST INDIA DOCK BASIN
C2   EXOTIC WILD 
C3   POPLAR RIVER PARK
C4   WORKING RIVER
C5   TWELVE TREES
C6   MILL MEADS & ABBEY 
MILLS
C7   THREE MILLS GREEN
C8   STRATFORD CAUSEWAY 
C9   INTEGRATION PROJECTS

ZONES OF INFLUENCE
A. LOCAL GREEN GRID
B. CODY ROAD CAMPUS
C. URBAN ARCHIPELAGO
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22 Lea River Park - Primer

The Lower Lea Valley has historically suffered from major physical severances:  where accessible 
stretches of landscape and riverside paths have been delivered they are disconnected, limiting overall 
connectivity and the scope for the growth of user groups. 

The delivery of the Leaway creates for the fi rst time a continuous route between Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, the Thames and the Royal Docks by opening up the edges of the River Lea to pedestrians 
and cyclists.

This section identifi es the key severances which need to be resolved, where effort and investment are 
needed to overcome physical separation.

These ‘knuckles’ are characterised by complex topography, each holding the potential to not only 
provide connections but to become interesting and engaging places in their own right: locations for 
art installations, new landscapes and activities to be introduced to the Valley’s already rich sense of 
place. 

These ‘knuckles’ each have the capacity to act as gateways into the Lea River Park and are being 
developed as engaging spaces which anticipate the development of the future park spaces.

THE LEAWAY

Above: An example of the severances which exist in the valley, especially 
apparent around existing infrastructure such as at the Poplar Reach cable 
bridge: a structure designed to allow a pedestrian path beneath it but which has 
formed an obstruction for 20 years. Work is in progress to open this connection, 
which will unlock nearly a mile of existing riverside  paths.

Right: An example of a section of new 
riverside path proposed between the 
A13 and Cody Dock, linking existing, yet, 
disconnected sections of path.

100

C 1

LEA RIVER 
PARK PROJECTS

CORE PARK PROJECTS
(incorporating the Fatwalk as far north 
as the Olympic Development Zone)
C1   EAST INDIA DOCK BASIN
C2   EXOTIC WILD 
C3   POPLAR RIVER PARK
C4   WORKING RIVER
C5   TWELVE TREES
C6   MILL MEADS & ABBEY 
MILLS
C7   THREE MILLS GREEN
C8   STRATFORD CAUSEWAY 
C9   INTEGRATION PROJECTS

ZONES OF INFLUENCE
A. LOCAL GREEN GRID
B. CODY ROAD CAMPUS
C. URBAN ARCHIPELAGO
   

PARK 
PROJECTS

Right: Projects Driftplan
Autonomous projects progressively working 
towards the realisation of the total park
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
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SILVERTOWN  VIADUCT

EAST INDIA DOCK BASIN

TWELVETREES GASHOLDERS

GUIDING STRATEGY

Young people performing at ‘The History of Grime ‘ organised by Create and Spotlight 
Youth Centre, Image © Emil Charlaff

A public guided walk along the Leaway route, Image © Michael Traynor

Nature & Food - workshop carried out by CREATE with artist Gayle Chong Kwan 
exploring the flora and fauna of the River Lea and the potential for foraging. 
Image © Emil Charlaff


