K036 CAVE DI ARZO - REQUALIFICATION AND ENHANCEMENT (SWITZERLAND)

Concept

The project for the redevelopment of
the area and the reuse of the buildin-
gs within the Arzo quarries promoted
by the Patriziato di Arzo underwent a
long and complex process of gestation;
what has been achieved is the result of
much discussion and of the constant
questioning and adjusting of the initial
ideas.

The sedimentary breccia found in Arzo
is generally known as Arzo marble. The
quarrying of this stone, which was used
throughout Europe, started in 1300.
The project for the redevelopment of
the area and for the re-use of the bu-
ildings focussed on three areas: the
educational trail (a path that leads to
the ancient quarries in the wood abo-
ve), the natural amphitheatre (a project
for the reuse and promotion of the gre-
at disused Cava Caldelari approxima-
tely 4,500 square metres of rich natu-
ral diversity; the quarry workshop (the
conversion of the ancient sheds where
marble was processed into workshops
and exhibition spaces).
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