Kossuth ter reconstruc on, Parliament Visitor Centre and Museum, Underground parking garage ○ General Designer: KÖZTI Zrt. Budapest 1023 Lubloi utca 2. ○ Head of team: Zoltan Tima ○
Architect: Tamas Nemeth ○ Associate architects: Mate Szabo, Tibor Molnar, Kaplony Tolgyesi, Dora Papp, Orsolya Ra ○ Landscape architect: S73 K ., Sandor Mohacsi
In 1880 an architectural compe on was announced for the design of the Parliament on the bank of river Danube with providing a nearly 7 and a half hectare area for the building and its surroundings, ﬁ ng to the size and signiﬁcance of the Parliament. This very large area was unique in a European
comparison and its signiﬁcance was further increased by the purposeful contemporary urban development, i.e. the fact that the surrounding buildings of the Square were built almost simultaneously with the construc on of the Parliament (1885-1904), designed by Imre Steindl. The history of the changes in
the square are accompanied by a series of eﬀorts to correct the various angle diﬀerences visually. The statues have also been crucial in the history of the square. Kossuth Square, before the reconstruc on, had not met the standards required by the Parliament and the important public buildings around the
square, either in form or in func on. The overwhelming vehicular traﬃc of the square was unmanageable, the huge paved road and parking areas made the square unliveable and the tracing of the tramway track, reﬂec ng an engineering approach, occupied valuable areas in several places. The decent
recep on of the annual 400-450.000 visitors of the Parliament building was also unsolved in lack of any basic infrastructural background.
Almost 110 years passed a er the construc on of the Parliament, when the opportunity arose for the ﬁrst me to create a uniform image for the triple square around the building, though it had already been suggested by Imre Steindl in his compe on design. In 2011, in a Parliamentary Resolu on 61/2011
(13 July 2011), the Na onal Assembly decided to reconstruct Kossuth Square in front of the House of Parliament. The aim of the interven on/reconstruc on of Kossuth Square was to adjust the quality and the dignity of the Parliament and incorporate the square into a low-key contemporary framework by
forming in the knowledge of historical prototypes and the geometry of the square. The func onal content of the square had to be redeﬁned, and it was essen al to re-establish the historical hierarchy between the diﬀerent sec ons and contribute to the dominance of pedestrians by elimina ng vehicular
traﬃc and the car parking areas. The programme also included a visitor centre under the northern part of the square in order to receive and inform the visitors of the Parliament and a three-storey underground garage, with a new promenade along the river to result in a more intensive rela onship between
the square and the lower embankment.
The en re, nearly seven and a half hectares surface of the square has been renewed in a process that has seen the disappearance of the asphalt blacktop and its replacement with natural stone and a uniform style of street furnishings. The square has essen ally become a no-traﬃc zone, and pedestrians and
cyclists can now enjoy a space twice as big as before. The tracks for tram no. 2 here have also been completely upgraded. A ra onal and sustainable park structure has been developed on the square. A total of 11,800 sq m of a green space of over 23,000 sq m is covered with lawn. The riverbank has also been
repaved and improved with traﬃc lights and pedestrian crossings. A three-level underground garage has been built in the sec on of the north square to provide parking for Members and employees of the Na onal Assembly. An underground visitor centre has also been constructed to serve an average of half
a million visitors to the House of Parliament annually. An exhibi on on the history of the construc on of the building opened in the new museum hall built under Courtyard XV of the House of Parliament. The statue of na onal hero Ferenc Rákóczi II has been renovated, and three, monumental statues have
been re-created that had once stood on the square prior to World War II, but had been removed or destroyed a er 1945.
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