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To Eupwriaikd BpaBeio AotikoU Anudaoiou Xwpou amoteAEl TPwToBoUAia Tou
Kévtpou ZUyxpovou MoAitiopou Tng BapkeAwvng (CCCB). OsopobeTABnke peTd Tnv €kBeon «H
AvakatdAnyn tng Eup@rngy, n omoia mpaypatornoindnke 1o Kévipo ZUyxpovou MoAitiopou tng
BapkeAwvng 1o 1999, mpokelpévou va poodEpel Yia kataypadn tng diadikaciag amokatdotaong
ONUGOIWV XWPWV TTOU EiXE EEKIVATEI 0€ TIOANEG EUpWTTAiKES TIOAEIG.

0 otdéx0¢ Tou BpaBeiou eival va avayvwpicel kal va aykaAidogl To dnpdaoio xapaktipa
TV AOTIKWV XWPWV Kal TN oUVeIodhopd TOUG OTNV EVIGXUCN TNG KOIVWVIKAG OUVOXAG. Mapdt
avayvwpicel 1§ apdlonuieg otnv évvoia Tou dnudaiou xwpou, To BpaBeio autd - To pévo 6To
€i®0¢ Tou oTnV Eupwrin - Eexwpicel yiati avayvwpidel kal powBei Tov ONPAGI0 XWPO WG oNUEio
Tautoéxpova ToTiKNAG a&iag aAAd Kal TTaykooudiwg mpoaitd. To BpaBeio, ToviZovTtag TIG KOIVWVIKES
TITUXEG Kal TTIPOEKTATEIG TOU TUTTIKOU aoTIKoU xwpou, diadoporoleftal and avdloyeg MpwToBoulieg
TTOU ETMIKEVTIPWVOVTAl GTO MPAOWITO TOU APXITEKTOVA Kal T KTAPIA Tou, AAAG kal and BpaBeia Trou
ETMIKEVIPWVOVTAI O avamAdoEIG TOTTIoU.

A6 tn évapén Tou BpaBeiou éwg orpepa, diddopol Eupwriaikoi dpopeig Exouv evtaxBel
0TO TPOYPAuA, To oroio auth tn oTiyun cuvdlopyavavetal amé to Architecture Foundation
(Aovdivo), To Architektur Zentrum Wien (Biévvn), To Cité de I'Architecture et du Patrimoine
(Mapia), to Nederlands Architectuurinstituut (Pétepvtap), to Museum of Finnish Architecture
(EAaivkl) kai to Deutsches Architekturmuseum (®pavkdoUlptn). To BpaBeio, €1dikd petd Tig
TEVTE Mo MPOodATES ATTOVOUES Tou, Bewpeital TAéov BeaNAG, KATI TIou eVioxUel TN YEWYPADIKA
diacmopd tng dpdong Tou. To 2012, 337 épya amd 36 Eupwmdikég xwpes (GUYKPITIKG PE Ta 81 €pya
and 14 xwpeg 1o 2000) ouppeteixav otn diekdiknon Tou Bpapefou, avoiyovtag éva mapdbupo
oTNV PETAPOPDWON TwV SNPACINV XWPWV 0TNV EUp®IN Kal ammoTEAWVTAG OEIKTN KaTaypadnig Twv
ooBapwv Bepdtwy mou amaocxoAolv TI¢ Eupwmaikég méAeIG. H migioPndia Twv €pywv TTou €xouv
napouaciactel amé tnv mpWTn amovoun Tou Bpapeiou, tnpolvtal ato Eupwraikd Apxeio AcTtikoU
Anpdoiou Xwpou ((Www.publicspace.org/en/archive).

To BpaBeio d1ab€tel TOANG xapakTnPIoTIKG TToU To KAvouv va EexwpiCel. MpoodépeTal
and KolvoU OTov apxITEKTOVA Kal atov dpopéa Tng dnpdalag Sloiknong mou €AABE TNV TOAITIKA
andédaon yia Tnv uAoroinon Tng mapéuBaong Kal, cuxvd, GPOVTIoE Kal yia Tnv eEaopdAion Tng
XPNPAToddTNOoNG TNG. AmoteAel I1d1aitepa TIMNTIKA dIdKpIon, eV dev adopd, ToUAdxIoTov OxXI
amokAeIoTIKA A katd mpotepaldTnta, o€ HEYAANG KATHAKAG aoTIKEG apeuBAdoeig, aAAd o€ HIKPES
ueyaAUTepeg MapeUPAceIg TTou Ba prmopoloav va ovouacBoUv aoTIKAG «XEIPOUPYIKAGY, Ol OTIOIEG
Baoikd otdxo €xouv Tn BEATILON TNG KABNPEPIVOTNTAG TWV TTOAITWV.

Mpotepaidtnta didetal Aoimdv, 0TNV APXITEKTOVIKA e KOIVWVIKA euaicbnaia, avti
o€ ekeivn mou divel éudaon otnv aIoONTIKA A Tov eviunwolacpd. Autd Sivel Tnv.€ukaipia Tng
avayvwpiong apXITeKTOVwY dyvwotwy akoun i Tou twpa Eekivouv va yivovTal yVwoTol 6To
KoIvé, TormoBEeTWVTAG Toug OiMAa ota JeydAa ovépata Tou KOGHOU TNG APXITEKTOVIKAG. EMITTAEoV,
10 Bpapeio diakpivetal yia tnv kabBapd Eupwndikni eMKEVTIPWON Tou. ZEROUEVO TIG TOTTIKES
101aITEPOTNTEG, eVOIAPEPETAI VA TIUACEI TA KOIVE XAPAKTNPIOTIKG TWV A0TIKWV mapepBdocwy avd
v Eupwrn, aAAd kal va oTtnpi&el Kal va KataoTAGEl avayvwpiciun tnv Eupwmnaikn Tautdtnta otov
XWPO TNG APXITEKTOVIKAG.
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The European Prize for Urban Public Space is an initiative of the Centre of
Contemporary Culture of Barcelona (CCCB). It was established following the exhibition “The
Reconquest of Europe”, which was held in the CCCB in 1999, in order to offer testimony to the
process of rehabilitation of public spaces that has been occurring in many European cities.

The aim of the Prize is to recognise and foster the public character of urban spaces
and their capacity for fostering social cohesion. While acknowledging the ambiguities inherent
in the notion of public space, this Prize - the only one of its kind in Europe - is distinctive in both
recognising and promoting a public space that is at once public (open and universally accessible)
and urban. The Prize, in highlighting the relational and civic aspects of the typically urban space,
thus differs from other initiatives that are focused on the figure of the architect and his or her
buildings, and from awards given for landscape-centred projects.

In the years since its inception, a number of European institutions have joined
the project, which is presently co-organised by The Architecture Foundation (London), the
Architektur Zentrum Wien (Vienna), the Cité de I'Architecture et du Patrimoine (Paris), the
Nederlands Architectuurinstituut (Rotterdam), the Museum of Finnish Architecture (Helsinki) and
the Deutsches Architekturmuseum (Frankfurt). Over the last five occasions on which the Prize
has been offered, it has consolidated in institutional terms and this has enabled it to expand its
geographic scope. In 2012, 337 projects from 36 European countries (in comparison with the 81
projects from 14 countries in 2000) were entered for the Prize, which might therefore be seen as
a window on to the transformation of public spaces in Europe, and a gauge of the main concerns
of European cities. The majority of projects that have been presented since the Prize was first
offered are conserved today in the European Archive of Urban Public Space (www.publicspace.
org/en/archive).

The Prize has many distinguishing features. First, it is conceded to both the architect
and the branch of public administration (council or political representative) that has taken the
political decision to effectuate the intervention and, frequently, to guarantee its funding as well.
Second, is the honorific nature of the Prize. Third, the Prize is not so much concerned, at least
not uniquely or as a priority, with large-scale urban planning operations, as with interventions -
great or small - of what might be called urban surgery that aims, above all, to improve the lives
of citizens. Priority is given, then, to architecture with a social vocation rather than to that with
an aesthetic or spectacular accent. This enables us to situate architects who are as yet unknown,
or just starting to be known, alongside the great names of the world of architecture. Fourth, the
Prize is distinctive in its clearly European vocation. While respecting local particularities, it is
concerned to pay tribute to the common features of urban planning interventions throughout the
geographic space of Europe, and to endorse and make known a certain European identity in the
domain of architecture.
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